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had. Other ordinances may confer grace, but Baptism and the Eucharist alone unite with CHRIST HIMSELF. " By Baptism we receive CHRIST JESUS, and from HIM the saving grace which is proper to Baptism; by the Eucharist we receive HIM also imparting therein HIMSELF and that grace which the Eucharist properly bestows." Again, Baptism and the Eucharist are what none of the other ordinances are, federal rites, the one initiating, the other for renewing the covenant of grace instituted for a reciprocal communion between GOD and man, of blessings on the one part and duty on the other, they are not merely a means to an end, but they are actually a part of our moral and Christian holiness, piety, and perfection, " as much a part of virtue," says Dr. Waterland, " as the performance of any moral duty is, as much as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, &c. From what has been said it will be seen,
1.  That in the large acceptation of the word Sacrament there are many more Sacraments than seven :
2.  That in the strict definition of the word there are only two, Baptism and the Eucharist.
But we may sum up the whole in the words which the Church of England uses in one of the Homilies : "You shall hear how many Sacraments there be, that were instituted by our SAVIOUR CHRIST, and are to be continued, and received of every Christian in due time and order, and for such purpose as our SATIOUR CHRIST willed them to be received. And as for the number of them, if they should be considered according to the exact signification of a Sacrament, namely, for visible signs, expressly commanded in the New Testament, whereunto is annexed the promise of free forgiveness of our sins, and of our holiness and joining in CHRIST, there be but two ; namely, Baptism, and the Supper of the LORD. For although Absolution hath the promise of forgiveness of sin; yet by the express word of the New Testament it hath not this promise annexed and tied to the visible sign, which is imposition of hands. For this visible sign (I mean laying on of hands) is not expressly commanded in the New Testament to be used in Absolution, as the visible signs in Baptism and the LORD'S Supper are : and therefore Absolution is no such Sacra-